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Singapore Graphic Archives

Earl Lu Gallery
12-7pm

Opening Night

17 Sept 2026

Exhibition Period

18 Sept -
17 Oct 2026
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What’s Your Type?

Online Archive - What’s Your Type?
Link here
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Further Development

Reference #1

“...dominant Western archival theory relies not just on linear Christian time or
modernity, but on white supremacist, patriarchal, and heteronormative temporalities,
that is, notions of time that are inextricable from and invested in whiteness, maleness,
and straightness. Specifically, dominant Western archival concepts are cleaved onto
notions of social progress, which, in the American context, translates into linear white
narratives of racial progress ending in an inevitable post-racial white future.” (p.35)

Caswell, M. (2021) Urgent archives: Enacting liberatory memory work. Abingdon: Routledge.
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Reference #2

Asian Studies Review % Routledge
June 2010, Vol. 34, pp. 131-149

Taylor & Francis Group

The State and the New Society:
The Role of the Arts in Singapore
Nation-building

TERENCE CHONG*

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

Chong, T. (2010) ‘The state and the new society: The role of the arts in Singapore
nation-building’, Asian Studies Review, 34(2), pp. 131-149.
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urther Development

Reference #2

SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT PRESS STATEMENT ¥C.AU.16/66(CULT.)

SPEECH BY MR. LFL KHOCH CHOY, LINISTER OF STLTE
EXHIRITION BY THE ART

SELECTIONS COMMITT ¢ THE JTATICHAL THEATRE TRUST

AT THE WATIONAL THEATKE O S5TH AUCUST, 1966 AT 5.30 P.M.

It is a great pleasure to see that the Naticnal Theatre has

become not only the centre of cultural perfersances but also a shawroom
of carefully selected paintings and photogsraphs of local artisis,.

This is a2 big day for the cwners of the paintings and photographs
which are Leing exhibited hore, fur they have survived the severu

. scrutiny of the irt Selecticns Committoe. To them, I say hearty congratulat-
icns.

It is the ratural instinet or urge for artiste, t¢ show their
works of art, bhc they in the term of paintings, photographs, dances,
music or plays. This art gallery 21lthough net an ideal one, has provided
an outlet for budding lceal artists tw exhibit their talent and te sccek - -
for public appreciation and recognition, » - ' ' = - . -

In order to provide mors cutlets fur local artists, wo are now ‘Pll'e rlajs /‘f "Lr t f"ir ‘LI. t ' s Sa‘{‘ 'lrc \;V(Jr L J o$r tls ts S!loulu pla’y an
exploring the possibility of previding more galluries of this nature.

We hope that with botter cncouragement and suppurt, our lecal int 1 N - . . & Ky ‘ y - - . . - - . = A
artists will cortributo towards nation builling. They can o &3 by making etrra pzrt ln Om Cfi Cr t V() bu L.A.\l & mul tl-r\]rc 1 3l ’ :nu). tl"'lmgual ('mvt
an effort to put into canvas the re2litics anl preblems facing our
nulti-racial republic, our hopes and aspirations. They car, with their skilful .y’ ~ L R = = . . ¢
brushes stir the imagination of vur youthful popu‘;abiiz‘; e :iar:ls the type mdl tl‘.rc 1 161(’ ,: SJ c l(" t:/ WIIC ru UV‘er c l 1’ 1' zer] ?l"ls :'" pl ac t‘ md Or t‘.lc Gun .
cf domocratic sccialist esciaty wo licpe to build.

The days of irt for .rt's sake are over. artizts chould play an
integral part in owr effort o build a rulti-racial, multi-linguel and
multi-religicr svcicty where overy citizen has o place under the sun.

Fin2lly I weuld like to 21 to art lovers t-. take 2 kecn

interest in this gallery and to give our local artists their fullest
cupports I am confident that our ordinary citizens and our neny thousand
tourists can provide lical articts with the desired support. Conc are the
dnys when art cersuners consisted of only & priviloged few. Given such
cnczuragenent, there will no deubt aemerge a vigorcus art movement for the
cxpressiin of owr peepla's porsonality and identity.

I have overy confidence that the Art Sclection Committee will bo

able to attain their cbjecticn.

AUGUST S5, 1965. Tinme issued 1730 hours.

Lee, K.C. (1966) Speech by Mr Lee Khoon Choy, Minister of State for Culture, at an Art Exhibition by the Arts Selection
Committee of the National Theatre Trust at the National Theatre, 5 August at 5.30pm. Singapore: Ministry of Culture.
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VIII CULTURAL AFFAIRS,
INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY

ITH THE achievement of full internal self-government in

1959, Government created the new Ministry of Culture in
order to channel popular thinking and feeling along national lines
and to re-organise the Information Services and the administration
of mass media for the dissemination of information. In the Minister
for Culture is vested the responsibility of formulating the policies
needed to create a common Malayan culture and to keep the people
informed of the broad aims and objectives of the Government.

s e BT L e The long term objectives of the Government which the Ministry
e SN of vt At s /0f el i bt Heipil

The propagation of democratic values, conducive to the ultimate crea-

tion of a more just society. . . . .

The creation of a wide acceptance of the National Language. The creation of a sense of national identity.

'I’hel ;:ro'padgmnm:i of ar:hawar;ness of thedultlfn:alxjte %bjelctwfes odfeg?oncl. ' z L s & -

B o e e ST AR : The elimination of communal divisions and attitudes.

i f ional . . . .

Bt dbulabes vl 2 ligy h?siiiﬁ'c’gl The propagation of democratic values, conducive to the ultimate crea-
fﬁféntﬁ?tsﬁ’ﬁgﬂi‘éﬂfnﬁﬁﬁ i ysoﬁ‘fi’ﬁoﬁ;vé‘aéffg'e e tion of a4 more 1u§t society. _
Mo i o st ot e s The creation of a wide acceptance of the I?Iatlonal 'Lar'lguage.
o L e The propagation of an awareness of the ultimate objectives of com-
multi-racial society would take care of itself. plete independence through merger and of the ideals of a democ-
The Ministry’s task in this sphere was therefore to make a cons- . a Ty -
cious and deliberate effort to help shape a Malayan culture. r atlc SOClallSt Way Of llfe.

Different chauvinistic attitudes and prejudices had to be taken
into account. People of varied cultural groups who in the past had
taken their inspiration from the history and cultural heritage of the
countries from which they originally came had to be persuaded to
forget their alien loyalties and seek a common identity, a common
culture in the Malayan homeland.

State of Singapore (1961) State of Singapore Annual
Report 1959. Singapore: Government Printing Office.
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long~term self-interest often conflicts with their desire for
immediate gaine

We recommend that formal instruction in moral education
be given in all classes and all streams. The EFL and civics
courses should be scrapped as soon as new material has been
prepareds. Moral instruction ie best conducted not in terms of
abstract ideas and appeals to lofty ideals. Children,like to
listen to stories and storics of great men in history, espgcially
in Asia, as well as great religious leaders the world over,
would have a greater impact on their minds than the presentation
of abstract ideas. The subjcct is under study by a Committee of
Parliamentarians headed by Mr Ong Teng Cheonge We need say no
more than to stress the importance of the su'bject:

While moral education would help to give school children . s 2
a st of velues which could guide them i fhoir adelt Lifo, thie to influences, good and bad of an open society such as ourse A
may not be sufficient to provide the cultural ballast to withe

stand the stresses of living in a fast changing society exposed

people of recent migrant origin need to know more of their cul tural

to influences, good and bad of an open society such as ourse A rOOtS. Wit}l the 1arge Scale m0vement .to educati on in Eh'lgl ish,
people of recent migraut origin need to know more of their cul tural . .
roots. With the large scale movement to education in English, the I‘iSk of dec'lﬂ‘turisa'ti on Ca.m'lOt be ignored. One Way tO OVels

the risk of de.culturisation cannot be ignorede One way to over—
coming the dangers of deculturisation is to teach children the
historical origins of their culture., Chinese pupils could be
taught in the Chinese language in secondary schools early Chinese .
history up to the, setting ﬁp of the Confucian state in the Han
dynasty; Indians, the ancient history of India; and Malays, the
early history of their peoples and the Archipelagoe

Ministry Administration

Chapter 5 of this report reviews the functioning of the
Ministry as an administrative machinee Th2 set-up is defective
in a number of important respects and will nesed a major overhaul ,
to make it a more effective instrument for policy decision making,
policy implementation and general supervision of ths school
systems We have earlier referred to the failure of Ministry
officials to producc working plans for reforms initiated by the
Prime Minister in good time. Failure of the system to function
efficiently can be traced to many causes which are e;éamined m

Chapter 5, Here it is necessary only to mention the main points;

1T=-1

Singapore. Ministry of Education (1979) Report on the Ministry of Education 1978. Prgpared
by Goh Keng Swee and the Education Study Team. Singapore: Ministry of Education.
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e i " -

-—2-— ) f - ] ..

1 ‘
T2e diovcio pmont of art and craftc ic one of the mcs:mtzgt by which
the multi—-rdcial aspoct of ouyhational 1ifo can bo mado ta.nq'iblc. it
‘- is .’meo::ﬂm.m;1 to0 ceasurc that art continuos to flourish cvon m an 36 !
-”Lcicnco and ;toolmalogy aro so much in the ascondant in the ],:wcn of
Lwaen boingse Lifo without art reducos aunan boingo to a lovol that in
hardly indictinguichablo from tho vory lowost forms of lifo. .t

GXpreoscs th‘b vory highost idoals and thoughts which only human beingse
are capablo pof. [t gatisfies their longing for beauty aud oxproscuion .

of thoir innermosts thoughts and foolingso. .

Wee, T.B. (1969) Speech by Mr. Wee Toon Boon, Acting Minister for Culture, at the Opening of the Art & Crafts
Exhibition held in Conjunction with the Singapore Youth Festival at the Victoria Memorial Hall, 9 July at 5.30pm.
Singapore: Ministry of Culture.
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  and';hus Create their superb paintings and sculptures. But
   the_Rena1ssance artist worked within the demands of his
 7 ;patton whether 1t was to portray hils patrons as plous men or
' .to_decorate the patrons' doors, staircases and drinking
"' y§ssels. This 1s not to say that he just did what he was
- | told. But his inspiration and creativity could not run too
: far ahead of his patron. I think the Renaissance artists

Dhanabalan, S. (1984) Speech by Mr S. Dhanabalan, Minister for Culture, at the Official Opening of "Italian Renaissance -
Portrait of an Era" Exhibition Organised by the Italian Embassy at the National Museum Art Gallery, 9 April at 5.30 pm.
Singapore: Ministry of Culture.
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ot

Good [arts] facilities and[cultural] activities help to attract world class performances and
exhibitions, thus creating a more congenial environment for investors and professionals to stay
and tourists to visit Singapore.”

Singapore. Advisory Council on Culture and the Arts (1989) Report of the Advisory Council on

Culture and the Arts. Contributed by Ong Teng Cheong. Singapore: Advisory Council on
Culture and the Arts.
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“To be competitive in the next phase of ournational development, we need to promote the
arts. This involves not just a few individuals but large numbers of Singaporeans and foreigners
living in Singapore as producers, consumers and benefactors of the arts. But the arts span a
wide field. Which segments should we promote? Which will succeed? No one knows for sure.
Because no one knows for sure, we have to build a market test.”

Singapore. Ministry of Information and the Arts (1991) Speech at the 1990 Cultural Awards

Presentation Ceremony on 25 March 1991 at 8.00 pm. Singapore: Ministry of Information and
the Arts.
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Categorisation

Four Purpose-Driven Phases of Singapore’s Arts Development
1. For a Civilised Singapore
2. For a Multicultural Singapore
3. For a Non-Bohemian Singapore

4. For a Competent Singaporen
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Link here
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